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The Greatest Business In The World
By Paul W. Rood, DD.,

President of Bible Institute of Los Angeles
The greatest business in the world is God's business.
Jesus came to seek and to save that which was lost. His
business is the disciples' business. "As my Father hath
sent me, even so send I you" (John 20:21). We are
co-workers with God. Empowered by the indwelling
Christ we are to witness for Him and win the lost.
This is our main business in this world. We are to
continue this work till Jesus comes. "Do business until
I come" (Luke 19: 13). The spirit of urgency should
dominate us, "The King's business requireth haste."
WHY SHOULD WE BE

IN THISBUSINESS?

1. A humane feeling should lead us out into the
work of soul-winning. We are willing to do everything
in our power to relieve physical distress. The San
Francisco earthquake, the Japanese earthquake, the
Mississippi flood, and similar catastrophes call forth
a wonderful generosity. This is true of all classes of
people.
When we Christian people think of the spiritual
distress existing among those who know not God,
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should we not be willing to sacrifice time, energy and
money to relieve such distress? We know something
about sin and its awful consequences. We know that
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God;
that there is none righteous, no not one. We know
that men and women out of Christ are lost. We know
that only Jesus can save. We have experienced His
saving power, and the joy of salvation. If we have a
humane feeling for our fellows, surely we should do
everything in our power to tell them of Jesus, the
wonderful Saviour of the lost.
2. A recognition of our indebtedness should inspire
us to soul-winning. Paul said, "I am a debtor." He
recognized his indebtedness to the Roman world as
well as to his own people. He was ready to pay that
debt. He had something to bring, namely, the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.

We are debtors to our neighbors, to our home com
munity as well as to the regions beyond. The Lord is
depending upon us to tell the story of His wondrous
love. It is a solemn thought that the Lord has com
mitted the work of evangelization into our hands, and
He is depending upon us to tell the world of His re
demption. How necessary it is to remind ourselves of
those solemn words in Ezekiel 33: 8-"If thou dost not
speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked
man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I re
quire at thine hand."

3. Obedience to the Lord is a motive for soul-
winning. We call Jesus Lord, and then we are also
duty-bound to obey Him. Jesus said, "Be ye followers
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of me and I will make you to become fishers of men."
Our duty is to follow Jesus. The implication is that,
if we follow Him, He will make us soul-winners. Then
it is also true that if we are not winning souls we are
not following Jesus. The Lord also says, "Ye are my
witnesses." We are to witness to the world what we
have seen and heard. If we have seen the beauty of
Christ, if we have heard His message, if we have
experienced His power, let us not fail to tell others
about this wonderful Christ.

4. Another reason why every Christian should be
a soul-winner is the assurance of reward. In Daniel
12: 3 we read these words, "And they that be wise
shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for
ever and ever." This verse has been exceedingly
precious to me because it was given me as a life motto
verse in the very beginning of my Christian life.
There is a special promise of reward to those who
There is a special crown for the soul
winner. We should all be ambitious to secure this
crown.

win souls.

When I had just been converted, at the age of four
teen, I received a message one day to go to the open
air sanatorium in Portland, Oregon. A young Nor
wegian sailor was on his death bed. He could not
speak English, and I was requested to go and talk with
him in his own language.

When I came into the tent I saw a young man in the

6

THE GREATEST BUSINESS IN THE WORLD

last stages of tuberculosis. I was inexperienced in
Christian work. I knew nothing of the technic of
soul-winning. I only knew that Jesus was my Saviour,
that I loved Him, and that others needed to know about
Him. I read a passage of Scripture, said a few words
to my young friend and prayed for him.
The next day I went back to see him. There was a
new look on his countenance, and when I came into the
tent he said, "Thank God, I am saved!" He told me
about his Christian home in Norway, and of the prayers
of his parents. Now he was dying in a strange land
and among strange people, but he was so glad that his
mother's prayers had been answered and Jesus was
now his Saviour.

I shall never forget the joy that came to my heart
on that occasion. As I walked away from the tent it
seemed that the grass had never been so green, the
sky never so blue, and the birds had never sung so
sweetly. I had experienced the joy of soul-winning.
When the lady who sent me to this young man
heard about his death, she sent the following message
to me, "Tell Paul there will be at least one star in
his crown," and she gave me the text quoted a few
minutes ago.
Then and there I said, "Lord, if Thou can'st use this
boy in winning souls for Thee, take my life-here am
I, send me." I have never regretted my response to
God's call. There is a reward here on earth for the
soul-winner. The greatest joy in the world is to in
troduce a soul to Jesus Christ.

THE GREATEST BUSINESS IN THE WORLD
WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS OF SUCCESS IN
BUSINESS?
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1. The first requisite for success in God's business
is holy enthusiasm. Why is it that people can be so
enthusiastic over various things in the world, and yet
there is so little enthusiasm among the people of God
for that which is of supreme importance?

What a privilege it is to be a co-worker with God!
How happy we should be that God has called us into
this marvelous work. The most thrilling story in the
world is the story we have to tell. Let us tell the
world enthusiastically about the Saviour who has done
so much for us.
2. Even more important than enthusiasm is the
spirit of concern. Do we really love Jesus? Do we
really love the lost? The language of love is under
stood everywhere, by everyone. We should appeal to
the hearts of our fellows. There is nothing so im
pressive as this spirit of concern.

Have we a real passion for souls? We need to have
that passion which Moses had when he said, "Yet now
if thou will forgive them their sin . . . ; and if not,
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book, which thou
hast written." We need to have the tenderness and
concern of J eremiah,-"Oh, that my head were waters,
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep
day and night for the slain of the daughter of my
people!" We need to have the passion of Paul when
he says, "I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my con
science also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,

8

THE GREATEST BUSINESS IN THE WORLD

that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in
my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according
to the flesh." We read concerning our Saviour, "And
when he was come near he beheld the city, and wept
over it." Do we ever weep over cities of the world?
Did you ever weep for your own city?
WHO

All OUR

PROSPECTS?

Business men frequently have a list of prospects. Who
are our prospects in doing business for God?
1. First of all our relatives. One of the remarkable
statements in the first chapter of John concerns Andrew
-"He first findeth his brother Simon, and saith unto him,
we have found the Messiah." We do not know much
about Andrew, but the supreme thing about his life
was that he brought his brother Peter to Jesus. We
can all be Andrew Christians. We may not have out
standing talents, but we can all have the love of God
in our hearts and witness for Jesus.
Who can estimate the value of Kimball's work in in
troducing Moody to the Son of God? Probably there
is a future Moody in your Sunday School class, a
David Livingstone in the group to which you minister,
or a Charles Finney to be won for Christ through the
tracts you distribute and the testimony you give.

Is there some missionary work you can perform in
your own town, among your loved ones? Is there
someone there you can win for Jesus? Supposing your
brother is going to be a Peter; you may have the
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happy privilege of being the Andrew who leads him
to Jesus.
2. The friends with whom we come in contact in
work or neighborhood are also prospects in doing
business for God. The greatest benefit you can confer
upon a friend is to tell him about Jesus.

our

When I came home from the seminary, a young man
called upon me and asked me to accompany him on a
trip in his gasoline launch. After riding about an hour
we cast anchor, and Roscoe told me why he led me out
to that isolated place. "When you and I were boys
working in a factory, I used to make fun of you, Paul,
because you were a Christian. You remember the time
when I met with the accident that caused me to lose
my hand? I have felt that this was a punishment for
making fun of you. I have been longing to see you, to
ask your forgiveness, and to request your prayers."
Then he took out his Testament and pointed to the
Scripture that referred to the unforgivable sin. He
felt that he had committed that sin. I tried to explain
the passage to him. I told him I did not believe his
accident was a punishment, but I did believe that the
Holy Spirit was convicting him of sin and showing him
the way to Christ. I explained to him the way of
salvation, and at last I asked, "Roscoe, will you now
accept Jesus as your Saviour?"
With tears streaming down his cheeks, and gripping
my hands he said, "I will."
We knelt and he prayed earnestly. When he stood
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up he smiled, and said, "Thank God I know my sins
are forgiven and that Jesus is mine."
Years afterwards I came back to Portland, and Ros
coe called me on the telephone and said, "Paul, will
you go with me tomorrow in my gasoline launch down
the Columbia River?"
"What is the matter, Roscoe? Have you backslid
den?"
"No," he said, "I just want to celebrate."
And we celebrated by going out to the same place
for a time of fellowship.
3. Our prospects are also found outside of our
relationship and circle of friends. As a matter of fact
our opportunity is God's measure of responsibility.
Any person with whom we come in contact in business
life, in social life, on trains or boats, during our va
cation, is a legitimate prospect. We should prayerfully
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that we may speak
to the right one in the right way.
WHAT METHODS

SHOULD

WE USE IN THISBUSINESS?

1. The first essential requirement in successful
soul-winning is a vital Christian experience. It goes
without saying that we must experience regeneration
and God's keeping power in our lives. We must keep
in vital fellowship with the Lord through prayer, Bible
study and testimony. Christ must live His life over
again in our lives if we are going to be used for the
Lord. There must be an unconscious influence going
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out from our lives that somehow reminds people of
Jesus.
The Christian life from beginning to end is a miracle.
The world must see evidence of the miraculous in our
lives. It is through the Word of God and the disciples
of Christ that the Holy Spirit convicts of sin. We are
the salt of the earth. One of the purposes of salt is
to awaken thirst. There should be something about us
that makes people thirsty for God and long to know
the Christ who has done so much for us.
2. Intercessory prayer is one of the essential things
in soul-winning. Every soul-winner should have a
prayer list with the names of those whom he desires to
win for Christ. Prayer is the greatest power on earth.
There will be people in heaven because we have
prayed. If that is true, it is also a fact that there will
be people lost because we have neglected to pray.
It is impossible to over-emphasize the importance of
intercession.
Do we really pray for the lost? Do we pray the
prayer of faith? Paul spent a great deal of time in
prayer for the unconverted. He prayed for his new
converts. He was a soul-winner because he was a man
of prayer.
3. Personal work is essential for the soul-winner.
Every Christian can by the grace of God do personal
work. We can ask the Lord for wisdom and the guid
ance of the Holy Spirit. As we are led of the Spirit
we will be tactful in our approach and find a point of
contact with the person we hope to reach.
There is no method more effective than personal
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dealing with the individual. Christ dealt personally
with the woman of Samaria and Nicodemus. He has
given us an example of personal work.
We can give out tracts and gospels and write letters
and thereby accomplish great things for God. We can
conduct open air meetings, visit hospitals and other
institutions, where there are opportunities for dealing
with individuals. We can pray for those who are
preaching the Word of God. We can work in the Sun
day School. Some of us can sing the Gospel. Every
one has talent which, placed at the disposal of the
Lord, can be the means of winning souls for Christ.
Some years ago I went to Minneapolis to attend a
conference. I made my way to a barber shop where a
friend was working. When I sat down in his chair he
told me his wife had recently accepted Jesus as her
Saviour.
"David," I said, "I am glad to hear this. Now I hope
you will also take Him as your Saviour, and help your
wife in the Christian life, and bring up your children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
David promised to meet me at the church where I
was to preach Sunday evening. It was my hope that
he would there publicly confess Christ, but before I
could reach the place where David was sitting he had
disappeared.
The next Tuesday I met him, and said, "David, I was
disappointed that you did not acept Christ last night."
"Well," he said smilingly, "it is settled now."
"Tell me about it, David."
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"Well," he said, "I could not sleep all night. I went
to my work, but somehow I could not concentrate
my mind on my work and went home after a few hours.
I told my wife that she would have to pray for me.
She did so, and the burden rolled off my shoulders
and the darkness was dispelled and the peace of God
came into my soul. I saw Jesus dying upon the cross
for my sins, and I am so happy that He is mine and
I am His."
"Now," he said, "there is one request I wish to make,
and that is that you will come out to our house and
help us dedicate our home unto the Lord."
The next evening I went out to David's home. We
all stood around for a while shedding tears of joy, and
smiling through the tears.
I suppose David thought he should start the con
versation. He went up to his wife, put his arm around
her and said, "We are having a second honeymoon
now."
His wife was smiling and had the light on her
countenance ne'er seen on land or sea, as she replied,
"Yes, and the work seems just twice as easy, and, oh,
we are so happy. Jesus has saved David and me, and
we are all on our way to heaven."

We sought by prayer, the singing of Christian hymns
and the reading of the Word of God, to dedicate that
home to the Lord. It was a never-to-be-forgotten
occasion. Jesus had come into that home, and oh, the dif
ference it makes when Jesus is upon the throne!
Christian, will you just now pray, "Lord, make me
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a soul-winner. Help me to realize that I am here
on business for my King. Fill me with the Holy Spirit.
Give me a passion for souls. Make my life a testimony.
Use my talents in Thy service. Let me receive at last
the soul-winner's crown. Let every day in my life
count for God. Amen!"

"In Green Pastures"
TEN MESSAGES BY TEN AUTHORS

Compiled and edited by
T. RICHARD DUNHAM, D.D.
Contributed by the Following Authors:
"There Is A Double Need" - Walter L. Wilson, M.D.
"That Blessed Word 'COME' " - Wendell P. Loveless
"The Blood"
Percy Crawford
"Temptation"
Will H. Houghton, D.D.
"Our Young People's Purity Problem"
Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D.

"The Greatest Business in the World"
Paul W. Rood, D.D.

"The Perils to Youth in Education and Socialism"
Dan Gilbert, LL.D.

"Must Young People Believe in Evolution?"
Arthur L Brown, M.D.
"Victorious Youth" - Paul Hutchens
This book was compiled and edited especially for
young people but is very profitable for all.
160 pages; fine cloth binding--$1.00.

FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS
FINDLAY, OHIO

